
School Safety  

Spring Mills High School 

Letter to Parents from Your Principal 

 

My things have changed.  Perhaps they stay the same; it just seems to be different.  As a young student 
at Paoli Pike Elementary School in West Chester, Pennsylvania in the 1950’s we practiced hiding under 
our desks when the “AIR RAID Siren” would go off, often multiple times a day.  Then we had “CIVIL 
DEFENSE” drills that forced us into the basement of our school.  The threats of the “COLD WAR” and 
internal strife were with us every day.  We practiced our fire evacuations and our “run, duck, and cover” 
drills.  Our faculty and administration prepared us for the potential threats that were evident in that 
time-period. 

Each day that I arrive at Spring Mills High School, I look up at the Flag of the United States of America 
and meditate on what my job is: to make sure my students arrive and depart each day safely.  School 
personnel have unbelievable responsibilities.  We have to educate your students and provide numerous 
other services:  medical care, nutrition, psychological services, and extra-curricular opportunities.  Of all 
of those responsibilities, safety is foremost. 

We will be conducting drills throughout the school year.  These will include, but not be limited to, fire 
evacuations, code drills at various levels.  These code drills are conducted as if they are real.   It is 
important for your students to take these activities seriously.  Following directions depending on the 
situation will be imperative to our preparation if we ever need to react to a threat. 

We live in a world where we must prepare for any possibility.  After each drill, the administrative team 
de-briefs; we adjust our plans.  It is important to know there are many scenarios that we have to 
consider.  Our objective is make a school environment that is as safe and secure as possible. 

I thank you, in advance, for taking the time to discuss the importance of following directions and 
maintaining a serious demeanor. 

 

 

Robert T. Myers, Principal 

 


